





Conunerce 


Numb. 11 4. 


MERCATOR: 


OR, 


Retrieved, 


BEING 


CoNSIDERATIONs on the State of the Britifh Trade, &e. 


— 





From Churfaap, February 11. to Saturday, February 13. 1713. 





The farther Difcourfe of the Portugal Treaty carried on. 


Three Interefts in the prefent Queftion. 

1. The Interest of the Portugal Merchants. 
2. The Intereft of the King of Portugal. 
3+ The Intereft of Trade. 


ee 


The two firft Examined, and the Frauds of Parties in both of them Detetted. 
The Treachery of the Oppofers to their Native Country, in Undervaluing our own Manufaftures and 


Extolling the French. 


The like in making us fo Inferiour to the Portuguefe, that me muft be in continual Dread of them, 


left they Prohibit’ our Manufattures. 


“ 


or 





HE only Objeftion, which has or can be made 
tothe MFRCATOR i his complaining 
of the Injuftice of the Portugal Treaty, 1s, 
That it has been Sigr’d by Her. Majefty, and 
that it is affronting the King of Portugal; and upon 
both thcfe they think fit to Menace and Bully the 
MERCATOR with Punifhment for Indeceney to 
the Quecn, andj to a Crown'd-Head, a Confederate. 


For the firft, the MERCATOR fhall always. be 
careful of his Duty to Her Majeftly. But when Mittakes 
are made in the Adminiftration, does it refleét all upon 
the Queen? If that were fo, why do thefe Men, in 
fome other Cafes, treat the Minifters of State as they 
do? Why do they not fay it is the Queen? 


But may not that have happen’d to the Queen, with- 
out any Reficttion upon Her Majefly’s Conduct, which 
the late King William gave for Anfwer,when Com- 
plaint was made by the Parliament of fomething done 
i) the Scots Affairs to the Prejudice of England; ( viz.) 
That be bad been ill-ferved in Scotland: They are His 
Majefly’s own Words. May we not fay that the Queen 
iis tl-ferved in the Portugal Affairs, both Abroad and 
at ne without any Reflection upon Her Majcily 
at all: 


As to the Want of Decency to his Portuguefe Ma- 
jefty, it is time enough for the MERCATOR to 
Anfwer, when the Portuguefe Ambaflador makes his 
Complaint; when, th ALERCATOR makes no 
doubt to clear himfelf of any Indecency ro his Portugal 
Majefly. It was none of the K. of Pe l’s Bufinefs 
to enquire, whether the Conditions,which the Britifh 
Ambaffidor entercd into with him were fuch,as they 
could Anfwer, when they came home; it was the Am- 
baffidor’s Bufinefs to look to that part for his own Ex- 
Onoration. 





The Queftion about the Portuga! Treaty conftfls- of 
feveral Parts: (viz.) The Cafe of the Merchants here, 
the Cafe of the King of Portugal, and The Cafe of 


_ Treaty of Commerce with France, and the 


the Trade it fel: The laf mot only acqniefces in the 
Rupture of 
this Treaty with Por———], but makes it abfolutely ne- 
ceflary ; the fecond has abundant Reafon to give Con- 
fent; and the firft oppofing it on the meer fingle Ar- 
gument of private Intereft, ought to be Over-rul’d, ef 
pecially when the Intereft of their Country plainly re< 
quires it. 


If their Intereft makes them turbulent, and they drive 
the Government to the Necefliry of giving them, the 
Correction they deferve, they will find the Government 
will not be at a Lofs for, Means; and the Treaty may 
he made Effectual by a Way, which perhaps they do not 
think of. If the Bill cannot be brought down to the 
Trade, the Trade may Le brought up ro the Bill: And 
if nothing will ferve them inftead of bringing the 
Durics of French Wines by Abatement down to an 
Equality with the Portuguefe, but bringing the Portu~ 
guefe up to an Equalicy with the French, they muft 
blame themfelves, if it be brought to pafs ; and indeed 
fomcthing like this feems to be the juft Due of all the’ 
clamorous Importunities of the Portugal Merchants, 
If they think 271. per Ton is not Dury eno on the 
French Wines, if they think §2]. a modeft fition 
upon 8]. of 10]. Value, then are the Portugal Wines 
as well able to pay a high Duty.as the French: Nay, 
he it fo that the Differences were kept cxaétly, and as 
by the Treaty with Portugal the French were to ay a 
Third more, yet when the Price was raifedao be ha 
highth, that Difference would net have fo much Influ- 


- 


ence,as it is fuppofed to have now. ; 


Rut the ATERCATOR waves this for the pre- 
fent; perhaps they might hear more on this Hed, if 
there was any Danger of having Occafion for it: Int 
mean ture, the Stir made by the Porruguefe Merchants 
is apparently the Effect of Private Intereft, and they 
fide in with our Parties only to fupport that Interef ; 
nor do they care, what Breaches they make, or what In- 
vafion it fhall be upon their Countrg’s Good, fo they 
can but carry on their own private Views, which are, 
to 
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tquhave adgsgeextlufive Trade in the Partugal Wines. 
‘The Principle, on which thefe Men aétis fo dithonou- 

: d fo felfith, that it is hoped, it fhail not weigh 
ie with the rakGood of thé’ Nation, not 
Confe@hence sto byafS. us one way or 
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The next Cafe is that of the King of Portugal. His 

Ai Majefty {corns to Talk the Language, that thefe 

Men Talk ; it is not his Intereft, nay, ic would not be 

Sence. The Threats, the grofs Retorts,which thefe 

People make upon our bteaki 
? 


this Article of ahe 
Treaty with Portugal ifahge to € Poru-’ 
gufe Majefly himfelf ; nef peaks’ fachs a Lar 


guage, as he knows better than to Imitate. We Talk 
of his Prohibiting our Trade, and of the Peace be- 
tween us and him being broken: The King knows 
wel], that this is a particular Stipulation for the ftating 
the-[figpértaiofs .of "Woollen Cidths andy Wines re- 
{péfively, in-either- Kingdom, ‘and amder-expref Con- 
ditions, limiting how far a Breach of this Treaty: thall 
extérd;-and~-how far ner. The Words are exprefs.; 
“ If any thing.b done by us contrary to this, Agree- 
“ ment, then his Porto ete! Mbsjehy thal do fo and fo, 
‘¢ (Viz) Tethall-be~ lawful to--his-Portuguefe Majefy 
“ AGAIN to forbid out Woollen Cloths. 


But the Word is added, fay they, Ceteraque Britanhice 
L4nificia, and the reft of the Britith Woollen Manuv- 
factures. Very true; but let them alfo remember the 
Word Rurfus AGAIN is alfo added: Now let them 
take them together, and make Sence of it in their 
way, ik, they can; AGAIN to PROHIBIT muft mean 
what was Prohibited before, or ir can’ mean nothing 
at of Now they sould pretend that all our Woollen 


Mintfatures® were Prolnbited before, Buttle Mis- . 


fortune is, itis not True, Well! However they va- 


Jyed not that ting that if they gave their Word, 
fome People me belicve, whether ‘ was right’ or 


“MFOPG and therefore with their ufual Defiance of 


ruth, they Printed jit, that the other Woollen Ma- 
nufattures were Prohibited alfo: "Bor being Challenged 
to prove it, and name the particiilar’Species, they ‘coufd 


aotdo it. So they fat down With the: Falthood, and by” 


Silence Condemined themiclves. 


“The Matter: of Fat is’plain: AGAIN TO PRO- 
HIBIT, can selate to nothing, but what was Prohibited 
before 3.an Acraunt, which has not. been yet done, can- 
not: be. faid.to be done again; irwould be to make 
the. Treaty fpeak the gicateft Nonfence imaginable. 
ies Anne was Crownd, would it, Abeer parti- 
cnlar, Nonfence to fay fhe was Crown’d AGAIN. it 
the: Judge Condemns a Man to Die, can’ the Sentetice 
He, shar he fhall bc. Hang'd AGAIN? Aeain, to’ Pro- 
hibic the Woollen Manufaéturé of Britain, muft fignify 
fuch of them,as mrss Lyohibited ae gre, or that the 
whole W oollen Mahufacturé was 


rohibited before. 

. The Jaft. our Oppofers would have had believed : But 
the Common Experience of all the ‘Merchants on the 
Exchange who hail been acquainted with che Trade, was 
Pere fi, them 3 and tho’ they wanted nor the Affurance 
ng yer ¢ Falfhood was fo grofs it would not 
xuin; anid. they let itdrop. : 


, Thig is,certain, nothing bur the Woollen Cloths were 
fr ibited before, and therefore nothing can, by, 


ertue > thac Treaty, be Prohibited again. The 
King. 9 porryaal may Prohibit what he picafes; he 
may Prohibit Trade with us in general ; Declare War 


> 


avers us, (hal would be 2 Dreadful Thing you'l] 
Whar may ner the Ring of Portugal do in his Own 
Dowiinious, ithe pleafes! Ishe not an Abfolute Pr; Ce? 
But he: camdo none of thefe Things by the Ereaty . 
the Treaty only fays, £ fall be laagubro bis Porine ele 
M ye fty again to Brobibit the Woelle:s Cath; ; fo thatan 
Farther Rapture, either of Peace or Commerce, is nee 
made lawful by that Treary. 


fay '} 


Before our Oppofers offer any thing more, to pr 
that the Breach ‘of the srlior Treats is a Breach of 
> Peace, aval a ou Manufacture fhall be Pro- 

ibi ot] rth +. foo 4 this W ord Rur its 
AGAR Robes Bonet, As rove,thar a nige! 
our Woollen Manufactures were Prohibited in Porrugaf 
than Woollen Cloths; the firft they know they cannot 
do, and ‘the lait the AAERCATOR Challenges 
them to do. 


Price than our own; fo now, they are for laying their 


, the. King 
of Portugal; making the Enemies of our Trade believe, 


an they arycak hey may, do 
what they pleafe with us; arid we, on ire pies ianl, 
uld Prohibit 


pe, us their Property, in State-Affairs,-co preferye 
our 


_ 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 
Jut Publifh’d, 


A Modeft Enquiry into the Reifons of the Joy ex- 
prefs'd by a certain Sett of People, upon the 
fpreading of a Report of Her Maijefty’s Death. Price 3. 
And ina few Days will be publifh’d, The Publick Spiric 
of the Whigs, fet forth in their generous Encourage- 
ment of the Author of the Crifis: With fome Ob- 
fervations on thie Seafomablenefs, Candor, Erudition and 
Style of that Trearife. Price 1s, but to the Subfcribers 
Half a Crown. Note, This Work will be Printed in 
Quarto, fit to be bound up with the Crifis. Borh 
Printed for John Morphew, itear Stationers-Hall. 


On Tuefday-next will be Publifh’d, 


A Letter from the Facetious Dr. Andrew Trine, at 
*-Bath, to the Venerable Neftor Ironfide ; wath an 
Account of the Reception Mr. fronfide’s late Prefenc 
of a Guardian met with from the Worthipful Mr. Mayor 
and other fiiSftancial Inhabitants of that ancient City. 
To which is added, A Prefcription from the Do&ter, 
by way of Poftfcript, exaGtly fuited to his Diftemper. 
Sold by J. Morphew near Stationers-Hall. Price od. 





LONDON: Printed for Beny. Tooke, at the Temple-Gate ; and 
Joun Baxser, on Lambeth-Fuid. (Price 3 Half-pence. ) 
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